
2We build strength, stability and self-reliance through shelter.

Entering owner occupied 
homes

Prioritizing health and safety, following 
regulations and policies.
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Scope of work / assessments

Homeowner partnership agreement

Environmental Review

Subcontractor contracts / document collecting 
/ bidding / permits / code
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ASSESSING HOME, SCOPE OF WORK
• Whole home walk 

through
• Prioritize based on health 

and safety 
• Lead and radon testing
• Scope of work – DETAILS
• Contractors

• SAFETY!
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HOMEOWNER PARTERSHIP AGREEMENTS
• Signed contract of 

intended work to be done
• Terms
• Partnership agreements
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CONTRACTOR/SUBCONTRACTOR CONTRACTS
• Bids
• Paperwork to collect

• Licensed and insured
• Set contract based on 

scope of work –
addendums

• Permits/codes
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ENVIRONMENTAL REVIEW PROCESS
• Flood Insurance
• Lead and radon test 

results
• SHPO
• Year build
• Scope of work
• Mapping – noise, flood, 

contamination, 
transportation, etc

• timeline
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• Radioactive gas
• #1 cause of lung cancer

• Testing process
• Mitigation measures
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LEAD & OTHER HAZARDS IN 
HEALTHY HOMES 
FRAMEWORK

JENNIFER SHUTTS

TINA WAHL



THE EIGHT PRINCIPLES OF A HEALTHY HOME
HUD’S OFFICE OF LEAD HAZARD CONTROL AND HEALTHY HOMES DEFINES EIGHT 
PRINCIPLES OF A HEALTHY HOME

1. Keep it dry

2. Keep it clean

3. Keep it safe

4. Keep it well ventilated

5. Keep it pest-free

6. Keep it contaminant-free

7. Keep it well maintained

8. Keep it thermally controlled



https://www.hud.gov/sites/dfiles/HH/documents/8-Principles-Healthy-Home.pdf

https://www.hud.gov/sites/dfiles/HH/documents/8-Principles-Healthy-Home.pdf


PERSONAL HEALTH IS TIED TO HOME HEALTH

• Americans spend about 90% of their times indoors with 2/3 of that in the home. 

• In the U.S., the leading causes of death , injury and illness are all associated with hazards 
in the home including falls, fires, drownings and lead exposure to name a few.

• The community and surrounding neighborhoods also contribute to a  healthy home.

• In 2015, Medicaid outlined reimbursement options or housing related services.

• Some health insurers are increasingly willing to pay for healthy home measures when 
they reduce patient spends.  

• Housing is a well recognized Social Determinant of Health.



MICHIGAN WAS ONE OF HUD’S 1ST HEALTHY HOMES 
GRANTEES

• In 2005, the Michigan Department of Health and Human Services (MDHHS) became a new 
Healthy Homes Production grantee.

• 29 HUD Healthy Home eligible costs; provides flexibility.

• MDHHS decreased asthma hospitalizations by 50% and ER visits by 70% in their cohort of 
families.

• The department is an available resource to you and your teams with lessons learned.

• HUD’s funding for Healthy Homes work is growing and will be an opportunity long into the 
future.



THE PRESENCE OF LEAD CAN THREATEN A HEALTHY 
HOME
• Lead is a highly toxic metal that was 

commonly used in:

• Household paint (banned in 1978)

• Gasoline (banned in 1995)

• Pluming pipes and fixtures

• Homes built before 1978 are more likely 
to have lead-based paint. 



WHY SHOULD I BE CONCERNED?

• Lead can cause problems with:

• Learning

• Behavior

• Hearing

• Growth

• Speech

• Development of nervous system 

• Children under 6 and pregnant persons are at most risk.

• Potential sources can be household items, peeling and chipping paint, jobs, hobbies, soil and 
drinking water.  



WHAT CAN I DO?

• Learn more about lead safe cleaning and work methods. 

• Identify whether there is lead-based paint or lead-based paint hazards in pre-1978 housing. 

• Lead Inspection

• Lead Risk Assessment

• Lead Inspection/Risk Assessment

• Apply to a lead services program

• Lead Safe Home Program

• Local Lead Services Development Unit

• Other communities with HUD grants

• Lead Prevention Fund



WHAT IS A LEAD INSPECTION/RISK ASSESSMENT

• Lead Inspection:

• A surface-by-surface investigation in target housing or child occupied facility to determine 
the presence of lead-based paint. 

• Lead Risk Assessment:

• An onsite investigation in target housing or child occupied facility to determine the 
existence, nature, severity and location of a lead-based paint hazard. 

• Lead Inspection/Risk Assessment:

• Combination of both and usually the most protective option to be conducted in target 
housing. 

• Lead Hazard Control Screens are not authorized in Michigan. 



WHAT IS A LEAD INSPECTION/RISK ASSESSMENT

• Report must be provided to the building owner and person who funded the service, if 
different from the owner; professional has 20 business days once sample results are 
received to provide the finalized report. 

• Individuals must be certified to complete a lead inspection or risk assessment. 

• Lead Inspector certification

• Lead Inspector/Risk Assessor certification

• Michigan does not have a Risk Assessor specific certification, both disciplines 
are combined. 



REPORT CONTENTS

• Title Page / Table of Contents

• Plain Language Conclusion Section

• Should be understandable to the 
reader the first time reading it. 

• Simplified identification of lead 
hazards, near front of report. 

• Details lead hazard control 
options, priority/severity in a 
tabular format.



REPORT CONTENTS

• All positive paint 
results.



REPORT CONTENTS

• Lead dust testing, 
location, results



REPORT CONTENTS

• Soil sample locations 
and results



REPORT CONTENTS

• Other surface sample results

• Surfaces unable to test



REPORT CONTENTS

• Potential hazards



REPORT CONTENTS
• Occupant questionnaire:

• Determines family activities in the home and identified places or concern that may require 
additional testing. 

• Questions:

• Family use patterns

• Other household risk factors

• Frequent areas the child visits (if applicable)

• Child behavior risk factors

• Dietary risk factors

• Occupational/hobby risk factors

• Water questions as needed



REPORT CONTENTS

General property description
For example, single family home with a 
basement, detached garage on a corner lot. 

Building Condition Questionnaire
Determines whether renovations occurred or 
lead-based paint activities. 

Demolition of nearby buildings or renovation

Review exterior building condition; roof missing, 
large cracks, foundation issues. 

Review interior building condition for water 
damage, deteriorated paint and other notable 
conditions. 



REPORT CONTENTS

• Site sketch/map

• Illustrates the following:

• Rooms in the home

• Levels of the home

• Basement

• Window/door locations

• Entryways

• Property layout (aerial view)



REPORT CONTENTS

• All XRF results (positive and negative)

• Visual assessment for XRF results

• Certified professional’s name and signature

• Monitoring and reevaluation schedule

• Lead education

• Laboratory results and chain of custody forms



RADON AND MOLD ON LEAD PROJECTS

Both are addressed utilizing healthy homes funding, which is limited. 

• MDHHS works with the Michigan Indoor Radon program.

• Michigan Indoor Radon Specialist provides radon kits to MDHHS; MDHHS staff 
complete the radon testing when conducting the lead inspection/risk assessment.  

• Mold

• If the Inspector/Risk Assessor identifies mold, MDHHS has funding to remediate if 
necessary. 

• Roof leaks, etc. 



WORKFORCE INITIATIVES

• Scholarship Program

• Incentive Program

• Environmental Protection Agency Renovation, Repair and Painting (RRP) Outreach

• Multi-project contract

• Coaching & Mentoring

• High schools

• MiWorks

• Hiring Portal



QUESTIONS/CONTACT

Jennifer Shutts

Lead Certification and Compliance 
Assurance Section

Michigan Department of Health and Human 
Services

shuttsj@michigan.gov

517-599-7297

Tina Wahl

Lead Policy Specialist

Michigan Department of Health and 
Human Services

wahlt@michigan.gov

(517) 930-5222

mailto:shuttsj@michigan.gov
mailto:wahlt@michigan.gov
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